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ON THE 
VICAR's COMPLAINT 


Againſt ſome of his 
PARISHIONERS 
For not! paying their 
TT TN. 


REVEREND SIR, 


fg AVING peruſed your Bill of Com” 
> plaint, I here ſend you my Thought? 
about it; and I aſſure you, Sir, tha 
they are not the Effects of Pa 
ſion and IIl- will, but of mature Con- 
ſideration. 


I have one ſmall Favour to beg of you at my 
firſt ſetting out, viz. as I ſhall have frequent Oc- 
caſion to mention John Stratford, 1 hope you will 
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not be offended with me if I omit the pompo 
Titles that you give him, and in my 338 ruſtic 
Style call him down-right John Stratford. 


You expreſs in your Complaint, that 7% 
Stratford gave a Charter of Endowment to the 
Vicar of Croydon, and that it was renewed by William 
Courtney, and confirmed by Pope Boniface the IXth ; 
all which may be very. true for ought I know 
to the contrary. But, Sir, if you have no bet- 
ter Claim than theſe Men gave you, I hope to 


make it manifeſt to you and the World, that 
you have none at all, 


Be pleaſed, Sir, to lay your Hand upon your 
Heart, and conſider ferioufly what Work the V1 
car of Croydon was to do for the Wages that Sas 
ford, Courtney, and Boniface the IXth gave him, 
and then commune with your own Heart, and 
conſider whether if you had lived in their Day, 
you could have done it. Can you, Sir, think 
without Horror, of praying to the Dead, and 
for the Dead; and mumbling over your Prayers 
in an unknown Tongue to the People ? Could 
you offer the bleſſed JESU s in the Sacrifice ot 
the Mais for the Sins of the Quick and Dead ? 
Could you have offered Oblations for the Dead. 
for their Releaſe out of Purgatory ? Could you 
have uſed, in Baptiſm, Oil, Spittle, Salt, holy 
Water, and I know not how many Fopperies be 
fides? Could you have preached the deteſtable 
Doctrines of the Romiſ Church, which, in your 
Iwenty-ſecond Article, you call tbe fond and vain 
Indentions of Men, having no Proof in Scripture, 
but repugnant to the ſame? And in the Thirty- 
firſt Article you call the Sacrifice of the Mafs : 
blaſphemous Fable, and dangerous Deceit. All theic 
Things, and abundance more of the like Nature, 
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you muſt have done, Sir, or elſe John Stratford 
would not have ſuffered you to have ranged a- 
mong your neighbours Pigs and Poultry, but 
would have done all he -could to render you 
deſtitute, afflicted, and tormented. 


And if, Sir, you could have been ſo kappy as 
to have eſcaped his perſecuting Hands, and have 
found yourſelf inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to preach the Goſpel of Peace and Truth 
among the deſpiſed Lollards (who were very nu- 
merous in that Day) then, perhaps, you might 
have been what I now am, partly a Huſbandman, 
and partly a Preacher, even as Nzah, the renowned 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, was long fiance. 


But, Sir, if on the other hand, you had been 
weak enough to have believed the Romiſb Doc- 
trine, or wicked enough to have ſpoke Lies in 
Hypocriſy, and to have taught Things which you 
ought not, for filthy Lucre's Sake, (as many Men 
have done who have gone in the Way of Cain, 
and ran greedily after the Error of Balaam for Re- 
ward) yet all this would not have ſecured you 
rom Jobn Stratford's Indignation. 


Conſider, Sir, you have done what the Apoſtle 
Vaud faid he had Power to do, you have led about 
a Siſter, a Wife; and when it pleaſed Gop, in the 
Courſe of his Providence, to remove her hence, 
you led about another Siſter, a Wife: What would 
John Stratford have ſaid to this? It would have avail- 
ed you nothing to have faid that Peter was a married 
Man, Fobn Stratford would have told you, that you 
were of thoſe that creep into Houſes, and lead cap- 
tive filly Women, laden with Sin, and led away with 
divers Luſts, But you and I, Sir, know better, we 
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know who hath faid, that Marriage is honourable 
in all, but Whoremongers and Aaulterers God will 


judee, Heb. xiii 4. I make no doubt, Sir, bur 


that you are well read in the Hiſtory of Church Af. 
fairs, and know what a dreadful Storm Dunſlan, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, brought upon the mar- 
ried Priefts here in England long before Stratfor' 
was born or thought of, ED 


Thus, Sir, I think it plain, that if you had bee! 
Vicar of Croydon in Stratford's Day, you could not 
have held it. Had you been a Lollard, you would 


have been perſecuted ; had you been a Papiſt, 


being a married Man, you would have been dil 
miſſed. But, bleſſed be Gop, Sir, you and I arc 
reſerved for better Times. Be content, Sir, to let 
Poptſh Work, and Popiſh Wages go togethe: . 
let them that offer up Oblations for the Dead tak 
the Fees. As you have put your Hand to the 
Plough of Reformation, dear Sir, look not back, 
but let your Eyes look right on, and your Eyc- 
lids ſtrait before you. Ponder the Path of yo 
Feet, fo ſball your Ways be eftabliſhed, Prov. iv. 2;, 
26. For the wiſe Man's Eyes are in his Head, but th 
Fool walketh in Darkneſs, Eccleſ. ii. 14. 


Had you, Sir, have lived in Edward the VI t!“ 


Time, you would have been among the Reforme:: 


as a ſpeckled Bird, in that you call the Church of 


Rome Apoſtolic ; for you ſay that Fehn Stratford was 


Legate of the Apoſtolic See: but the Reformer: 
called it the Chair of Peſtilence, the Seat of An“ 
Chriſt, the Mother of Harlots, and I know no. 
how many hard, but true Names. 9 


If the Church of Rome be Apoſtolic, why has 
ye left her; and if ſhe be departed from the Fail 
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of the Goſpel, why call ye her Apoſtolic? Let me 
ſay therefore in Alluſion to the Words of the Pro- 
phet of old, if JESUS of Nazareth be Maſter of 
the Chriſtian Church, follow him; but if Stratford, 
Courtney, and Boniface, and the reſt of that Clan, 
be Maſters, then follow them, Chuſe you whom 
ye will ſerve, and know this for certain, that you 
cannot ſerve them both. 


The Apoſtle Peter, in his fecond Epiftle, fecond 
Chapter, and Beginning, faith, thac there were 
falſe Prophets among the People even as there ſhall 
be falſe Teachers among you: Let us take a View 
of both, and fee how exactly they tally with one 
another, The falſe Prophets of old are deſcribed 
thus: His Watchmen are blind; they are all ignorant, 
they are all dumb Dogs, they cannot bark, ſleeping, tying 
down, loving to ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy Dogs, 
which'can never have enough, and they are She 
herds that cannot underſtand : They all look to 
their own ways, every one for his Gain from his 
Quarter, Jai. lvi. 10, 11. The falſe Teachers among 

the Chriſtians are thus mark'd and deſcribed 
And through Covetouſneſs ſhall they with feigned Words 
make Merchandiſe of yo; having Eyes full of Adaltery, 
and that cannot ceaſe from ſin; beguiling unſtable fouls : 
an heart they have exerciſed with covetous Prac- 
gices; 2 Pet. ii. 3, 14. Wo unto them, for they have gone 
in the May of Cain, and ran greedily after the Error of 
Balaam for Reward, Theſe are Murmurers, Com- 

 Plainers, walking after their own Luft, and their Mouth 
[Peaketh great fwelling Words, having Mens Perſons in 
Admiration becauſe of Advantage. Theſe be they vhs 
feparate themſeFves, ſenſual, having not the Spirit, 
Jude ver, 11, 16, 19: Teaching Thmgs which they ought 
not for filthy Lucre's Sake, Tit. i. 11. Fer 1 know 
ibis, that after my Departure ſhall grievous Wolves 
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enter in among you, not ſparing the Flack. Alſo of 
your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe Things 
to draw away Diſciples after them, Acts xx. 29, 30. 
Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in Sheeps 
Clothing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves; ye 
fall know them by their Friis, Matth. vii. 15, 16. 
New the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latier 
Times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith, giving Heed to 
ſeducins Spirits and Doctrines of Devils, ſpeaking Lies 
in Hypocriſy, having their Conſciences ſeared with a hot 
iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 
from Meats, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. 


Now, Sir, where ſhall we find the Marks of 
Apoſtacy any where fo plain as in and upon the 
Romiſh Clergy ? Who but they have forbid all in 
the Order of the Miniſtry to marry? And have 
forbid all Men to abſtain from Meats, when they 
pleaſe ? Whole Words have been great like unto 
theirs? Who have had Mens Perſons in Admira- 
tion as they have had the Pope's, becauſe of Ad- 
vantage? Who like they have beguiled unſtable 
Souls with the feigned Words and golden Dreams 
of Purgatory, wherewith they have made Mer- 
chandiſe of the deluded Laity? In a Word, their 
Doctrines and Practices tally one with another, 
and tend directly to ſurfeit the Clergy and ſtarve 
the Laity. And the Blood of Saints and Martyrs 
which they have ſhed, juſtly entitles them to the 
Appellations of grievous and ravening Wolves. 
Their wholſome Severities, their ar Impri- 
ſonments, and above all the merciful Methods of 
the Inquiſition, are the Fruits by which we may 
know them, let them gird themſelves never fo 
tight in their Sheeps Clothing. | 


And 
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And here let me remark to you, Sir, that the 
very Gentlemen that confirmed and ratified the 
Charter of Endowment to the Vicar of Croydon, 
even Courtney and Boniface the IXth, were noto- 
riouſly guilty of Perſecution, as may be ſeen in 
Fox's Atts and Monuments, Vol. I. pag. 688, 659. 
and in the 657th Page there is the Bull of Pope 
Boniface IX. againſt the Lollards, in which he furs 
up King Richard II. againſt them, calling them 
aamned Men, and damnable Shadows of Men, 
Behold the Men which you claim ſuch Advan- 
tages from, they laboured with all their Might 
to deſtroy that Faith and Doctrine which you 
preach, They had abundance of that Wiſdom 
which is from beneath, which 1s earthly, ſenſual, 
and develiſn; which conſiſts in bitter Envying and 
Strife in the Heart. And fo they bear the Cha- 
racter that St. Jude gives them, where he ſays, 
they ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having the Spirit, 
Who have more criminally ſeparated themſelves 
than the Romiſp Clergy ? They have ſeparated them- 
ſelves from the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
alſo from the lawful Uſe of Women, and from 
the Laity in general, upon whom they look down 
with Scorn, and with feigned Words make Mer- 
chandiſe of them? There is therefore good Rea- 
fon to beware of them, as a Set of Men that are 
combined together againſt the Rights and Inte- 
reſts of all Mankind. 8 . 


If theſe Things offend you, I intreat your Pa- 
tience; for the main Pinch of all (in my Opinion) 
is yet behind, iz. as your Claim is merely Po- 
piſh, I do humbly apprehend, it is wholly in- 
conſiſtent with the Tenour of the Thirty-ſeventh 
Article of your Church, and contrary to your Sub- 
ſcription when you were made > Miniſter, and 
repugnant to the Oath of the King's a5 
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which you took at your Ordination. Then you 
ſolemnly ſwore, that no foreign Prince, Prelate, 
State, or Potentate hath or ought to have any 
Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, Preeminence or 
Authority eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual within this 
Realm ; and therefore I do utterly renounce and 
forſake all foreign Juriſdictions, Powers, Supe- 
riorities and Authorities, 


I pray, Sir, whether your Claim founded on 
Stratford*'s Grant, and confirmed by Pope Boniface 
the IXth, does not ſeem at leaſt to jar with this 
Oath and ſolemn Renunciation ? But this, I think, 
will ftill appear in a clearer Light if we conſider 
the Thirty-ſeventh Article, the Subſcription, and 
Oath of Supremacy, in Conjunction with the firſt 
Canon of the. Church, to which I humbly con- 
ceive they all relate. I ſhall tranſcribe the whole 
Canon entire, that all Perſons may judge (as well 
as they can) whether my Reaſoning is concluſive 
or not. As our Duty to the King's moſt Ex- 
« cellent Majeſty requireth, We firſt decree and 
« ordain, that the Archbiſhop of Canterbury (from 
« time to time) all Biſhops of this Province, all 
« Deans, Archdeacons, Parſons, Vicars, and all 
* other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, ſhall faithfully keep 
« and obſerve, and (as much as in them heth) 
4 ſhall cauſe to be obſerved and kept of others, 
c all and ſingular Laws and Statutes, made for 
<« reſtoring to the Crown of this Kingdom, the 
« antient Juriſdiction over the State Eccleſiaſtical, 
and aboliſhing of all Foreign Power repugnant 

* to the fame, Furthermore, all Eccleſiaſtical 
„ Perſons having Cure of Souls, and all other 
« Preachers, and Readers of Divinity-Lectures, 
„ ſhall, to the uttermoſt of their Wit, Know- 
« « ledge, and Learning, parey and ſincerely 
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« (without any Colour. or Diſſimulation) teach, 
« manifeſt, open, and declare four Times every 
« Year (at the leaſt) in their Sermons and other 
« Collations and Lectures, that all uſurped and 
foreign Power (foraſmuch as the ſame hath 
no Eſtabliſhment nor Ground by the Law of 
« Gop) is, for moſt juſt Cauſes, taken away 
and aboliſhed ; and that therefore no manner 
* of Obedience or Subjection within his Majeſty's 
„Realms and Dominions, is due unto any ſuch 
foreign Power: But that the King's Power with- 
in his Realms of England, Scotland and Ireland, 
and all other his Dominions and Countries, 1s 
the higheſt Power under Gop, to whom all 
Men, as well Inhabitants, as born within the 
*« ſame, do, by Gop's Laws, owe moft Loyalty 
and Obedience, afore and above all other Powers 
and Potentates on Earth,“ 


Hesse 1 ae that the Crown of theſe 
Realms had once loſt its antient Juriſdiction over 
che State Eccleſiaftical. 


Second, I oblerye, that wks this Canon was 
made, there were certain Laws then in being for 
the reftorin to the Crown that Power which had 
been unjuſtly taken away by Ulurpers., In other 
Words, the Poſſeſſors of the Crown had done, as 
all injured People have a right to do, even to 
take "heir own Goods where they find them, 
— tho* they ſhould hang under the Pope's 

irdle. 


Thirdh, 1 PRA all tenz in che holy 
Function of the Miniſtry are here bound not only 
to keep thoſs Laws Skies: but, to che oh 
D | mo 


12 
moſt of their Power to perſuade others to keep 
them, | 


Fourthly, T obſerve, to this End, they were all of 
them to a Man, at leaſt four times in a Year, to 
tell the People, with all the Wit, Knowledge, 
and Learning that they were Maſters of, that 
all Popiſh Power was taken away. | 


Fifthly, T obſerve, that the Reaſons rendered in 
the Canon for the aboliſhing of Popiſh Power 
are very weighty and concluſive, One Reaſon is 
included in the Term vSURPE Þ; for certainly 
long Poſſeſſion gives a Thief no Right. The other 
| Reaſon is ſtill more concluſive, if poſſible z and 
that is, that this Power which the Pope had de- 
prived the Crown of, had no Eſtabliſhment nor 
Ground in the Word of Gop. Now the pleaſing 
Inference from. hence 1s this, that the Whole con- 
tains all the Parts of the Whole; therefore if al! 
the Power which the Pope once exerciſed in che 
Church within this "1h was ſtole from the 
Crown of this Realm, and had no Eſtabliſhment 
nor Ground . by the Ward of Gop, then what 
Fobn Stratferd, Courtney and Boniface IX. did by 
that uſurped and antiſcriptural Power, is null and 
void, and cannot be a good Plea in the High 
Court of Chancery. And therefore the Gentry: oi 
the Pariſh of Croydon (for any thing which I ſc: 
to the contrary) may be ſecure in the Enjoyment 
of their Pidgeons, notwithſtanding any thing that 


* 


Boniface ſaid to the contrary, * 


Permit me, good Sir, to ſpeak my Mind freely : 
I think that the Canons, the Articles, the Oatl: 
of Supremacy, in a Word, that the whole Train 
of Church- Artillery is on our Side. 
815 | $ | But, 
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But, Sir, if all the Church-Artillery ſhould 


prove too weak, and the Popiſh Charter ſhould 
be crowned with the Laurels of Victory, conſider, 
Sir, the dreadful Conſequences that may follow. 
If one Popiſh Charter be decreed in Chancery to 


be good and valid, notwithſtanding the Canon faith 


it was uſurped from the Crown, and therefore 
tor juſt Cauſe is taken away from the Ulurper, 
and now the King enjoys his own again; then 
why may not all the Popiſh Grants and Charters be 
brought into the ſame Court, and meet with the 
ſame Encouragement ? What will the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Commonalty that are in the Pot- 
ſeſſion of Church-Lands think of theſe Things? 
And may not the Biſhop of Rome put in his 
humble Petition upon the fame Footing, and 
pour out his Complaint, „That notwithſtand- 
« ing there was a Charter made by Fobn, King 


of England, in which he gave up his Realms 


« of England and Ireland unto his Predeceſſor 
Hunocent III. of bleſſed Memory, for good and 
« weighty Reaſons; ſuch as the Remiſſion of 
« Sins, and for the Help and Health of our 
*« Kings Souls, and of all Chriſtian Mens Souls: 
And after ſuch reſigning of the Crown of 
« England into the Hands of Pandulf, chief Le- 
„ gate to Innocent III. who kept it five Days, 
{and then made a mutual Contract with the 
„ faid Jabn, to admit him Tenant to the See of 
« Rome, and his Heirs after him for evermore z 
* to have and to hold the Realms of England and 
% Treland Time without end, paying the yearly 
Rent of One Thouſand M ſo it is, 
that for many Ages paſt, the See of Rome 
„ hath been defrauded by their Exg/j Tenants, 


who ſometimes ſay one Thing and ſometimes | 
D 2 another, 
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e another; Therefore your Complainant humbly 
& ſeeks ſuch Relief as to your Lordfhip's great Wit. 


« dom ſhall ſeem meet and convenient; z and your 
_ « Petitioner ſhall ever pray.“ 


If the Biſhop of Rome ſhould have fo little Pene- 
tration as to throw in ſuch a Petition, is it poſſible 
to conceive with what juſt Indignation his moſt 
Gracious Majeſty would anſwer? And, yet, Sir, 
there is one thing in King Jobn's Charter to the 
Pope, which ſeems to make it preferable to Jobn 
Stratferd's to the Vicar of Croke, Viz, there was 
mutual Conſent z for King John very fairly down'd 
on his Knees, ſubmitted to Pandulf the Pope's Le- 
gate's taking the Crown from his Head, and ſaid 
in this wife, <* Here I reſign up the Crown of the 
Realm of England into the Pope's Hands, Vino. 
cent III. and put me wholly in his Mercy.“ But, 
Sir, when John Stratford made free with his Netgh- 
bour's Pigs and Poultry, it does not appear from 


any thing in your Complaint, that the People ſaid 
Amen to it. 


But, Sir as Popiſh Claims, Charters, ad Grants, 
and Leaſes, are Things of no finall Importance, eſpe- 
cially that of King John's; ſuppoſe that the Right 
Honourable the Lord Chancellor ſhould appriſe his 
nroft Gracious Majeſty of the Nature and Tendency 
of your Claim, may we not hope for an Anſwer of 
Peace? May not his moſt Gracious Majeſty ſay to 
the Lord Chancellor (in alluſion to the Words of 
King David to Abiathar) Ile that ſeeketh their Goods, 
ſrekerh iny Goods; but with me they ſhall be in & eh. 
Which Gop of his infinite My grant. 


Thus, Sir, I have attacked your Popiſh Charter 
and Claim: what other Forces you may have laid in 


Ambuſh 


ws U 


. 


Ambuſh I know not; I have fought the Enemy in 
Sight, I have briſkly encountred with your forlorn 
Hove, and have given them no Quarter; but if 
you have any other Claim, that is, either Chriſtian _ 
or Proteſtant, I promiſe you, Sir, to give them better 

Uſage. One thing I forgot in its proper Place, and 
ſhall therefore mention it here; which is, if you 
have any Deſire to ſee King Fobr's everlaſting Char- 
ter, you may find it in Fox's As and Monuments, 


Vol. I. page 329. 


And now, Sir, I have a few Favours to beg of 
you, and 1 have done; for I deſire to be ſhort, 
and I wiſh you may think it ſweet ; for I can aſſure 
you, Sir, that I have no Delight in diſpleaſing any 
Man, but have an earneſt Deſire to pleaſe all 
Men as far as I can to their Edification and no 
otherwiſe. Let me intreat you therefore in the firſt 
place, if what I have ſaid or done be offenſive to 
you, I beg that you will do nothing to me, but 
what you would willingly have had done to your- 
ſelf, by John Stratford, in caſe you had lived in 
his Day, and fallen under his fore diſpleaſure. For 
this is the Law and Prophets, and the ſtrict In- 
junction of the Lozxp Jzsvs himſelf, Mat. vii. 12. 


| Secondly, 1 intreat you not to think me an Adver- 
ſary to the Church of England. To prevent all 
Miſrepreſentations of me in this Affair, I here ſin- 
cerely declare (in the Face of the World) my 
Thoughts about it. I have an hearty Eſteem for 
the Church of England, as it is a noble Part of the 
Reformation, but not the whole of it. I eſteem 
the Church of England, as built upon the Proteſ- 
tant Principle, that holy Scripture contains all 
Things neceſſary to Salvation, I eſteem it as found- 
ed upon that noble Claim of every Man to * 
; 2 5 im- 


* tow. ih nnd. 4 „ 1 Lake. ACA 22. eee 


16 
himſelf, without dich "5 have no Right ſo 
much as to be, I have a tender Regard and a 
| hearty Love for all that love the Loxp Jesvs 
CH RIsT in Sincerity and Truth, howſoever they may 
differ from me in external Things. I hope I ſhall al- 
ways behave as a Man, and as a Chriſtian in all Low- 
lineſs and Meekneſs, forbearing all my Chriſtian 
Brethren in Love, endeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; but all thoſe whoſe 
Mouths are full of Curſing and Bitterneſs, who have 
no Fear of Gop before their Eyes, nor no Senſe of 
Gop or Religion upon their Minds, I look upon 
them commerty Geablag) to be of no Church, nor 
of no Religion: I therefore think never the worſe of 
the noble Pillars within the Church, for the Sake 
of the rotten Props without ; but to all that have 
taſted that the Lox p is gracious, whether Now or 
Con, I wiſh all Increaſe of Grace and heavenly 
Wiſdom, and that they may make large Advances 
farther from Rome, and nearer to CHRISTH, and 
come to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. iv. 13. 


And /aftly, As to the Maintenance of thoſe that 
are engaged in the Work of the Miniſtry, I do 
verily believe that thoſe that preach the Goſpel 
ſhould live of the Goſpel. That it is the Ordinance 
of the Lorp JIEsus that it ſhould be ſo, as appears 

from his Charter of. Endowment to his miniftr g 
Diſciples. Luke x. 7, 8. And in the ſame Houſe remain 
eating and drinking ſuch Things as they give and in- 
zo whatſoever City ye enter and they receive you, eat ſuch 
Things as are ſet before you. And the Apoſtle Paul 
exhorts the Chriſtian People in his Day, to knaw 
them that laboured among them, and were over them in 
tbe LORD, and admoniſbed them ; and to efteers 
ibem very highly in Love for their Works ſake, 
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1 Theſ. v. 12. 13. And again, Let him that is taught 


in the Word communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
things, Gal. vi, 6. From all which it is plain, that 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel are to live on the free, 
liberal and generous Contributions of them that 
receive them; and thoſe that receive them not, they 
have Commandment from Jzsus CHRIST to leave 
them. And our Loxp JEsus denounceth this 
heavy Judgment upon them that receive not his 
Miniiters : That it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom, 
in the Day of Fudgment than for them. If indeed a 
People be poor and indigent, a godly Miniſter will 
be content (in that Caſe) to ſuffer in part with them. 


"ad here l ke this e to declare to 
the World, that I am ſo far from envying you that 
live by 1 ythes, that I do really pity you, and are 
grieved for you, when I conſider the Cares, and 
Fears, and Jealouſies, and Fatigues that you are 
conſtantly expoſed to; and above all, when I reflect 
ho little Regard many People have to the Mini- 
ſtry of the Word, as preached by ſuch Men with 
whom they happen to have any Difference about 
Tythes. I muſt confeſs that this is a tender Point 
that I am now ſpeaking of; but thus much I hope 
I may ſay without Danger or Cenſure; That the 
Legiſlature may ordain ſome other Way to main- 
tain the national Miniſtry without Tythes. And I 
heartily wiſh (for their Eaſe as well as the Peoples) 
that it might be ſo, And to prevent all Complaints, 
I wiſh that every Miniſter might have rather more 
than leſs then they now enjoy. „ they might 
have it without any Trouble or DiffFence with their 
Pariſhioners, that ſo they might give themſelves 
_ wholly to the Miniſtry of the Word and Prayer: 

And then in all Likelihood their Miniſtry would be 
more effectual to anſwer all the Ends and Es 
or 
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for which it is defigned ; ſuch as turning of Sinners 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan to Gop, and comforting and ſtrengthening 


all that believe. 


As for Oblations and Oblation-Fees, I muſt needs 
ſay that I think they ought not to be named a- 
mongſt Proteſtants as becometh Saints. How odd is 
the Argument, Popiſn Miniſters offer Oblations 
„for the Dead; therefore Proteſtant Divines are 
«© intitled to the Fees, altho? they deteſt the Doc- 
© trine, and preach with Zeal againſt it?“ 


Pardon, Sir, my Boldneſs with you: I aſſure 
you, Sir, I bear no IIIl-will to you, nor to no Man 
living; I breathe nothing but Good-will-to all Man- 
kind; my Principles lead me fo to do. I bid you 
heartily farewel, and wifh you all Happineſs both 
here and hereafter ; N ; 


Aud am jours lo ſerve you in 
; win 8 ' „ 5 3 (TS 4 ie} 5 N 
e thing be en er ty,” 
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